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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments see pages 16, filed 5/01/08, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claims 1,15 and 27 under 1 02(b) have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Chan et al. 
and Sekiguchi et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 8-18 and 20-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chen et al. (Pub. No: US 2003/01 1 3027) in view of Sekiguchi 
et al. (Pub. No: US 2001/0004739 A1). 

In regard to claim 1, Chen provides for accessing header data ( Fig.6A 
element 610, Para. 137 lines 14-18, note code stream header is read where 
relevant information such as DWT levels and code block size and ...is extracted 
)from a multi-resolution code stream of compressed data of a first image ( Fig.6A 
element 610, Para. 137 lines 5-7, note JPEG 2000 code stream, transforms the 
coefficients via DWT, which is multi-resolution); deriving one or more retrieval 
attributes from the header information (Fig.6A element 610, Para. 137 lines 14- 
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18, note code stream header is read where relevant information such as DWT 
levels and code block size and ...is extracted) . 

Chen does not provide for performing image analysis between the first 
image and a second image based on the one or more retrieval attributes 
.Sekiguchi provides for the above image analysis between the first and second 
image (Fig. 2 element 9 para. 79 see user interface unit for selecting an image 
(first image) which is desired to be retrieved, from the server 1 which stores 
images (second image), via storage 5 and storage 7). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at time 
the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Sekiguchi with the system 
and method of Chen to retrieve images based on characteristic values and/or 
pieces of attributed information are extracted from image. See field of invention. 

In regard to claims 2 and 16 Chen provides for the header information 
comprises the number of bits per code block (para. 137 lines 14-18, note code 
block). 

In regard to claims 3 and 17 Chen provides for the multi-resolution code 
stream complies with the JPEG 2000 Standard (para. 137 note DWT levels). 

In regard to claims 4 and 18, see the rejection of claim 1 . They recite 
similar limitations as claim 1 . Hence they are similarly analyzed and rejected. 

In regard to claim 5, Chen provides for the image analysis comprises 
clustering (para.84, see meta-data corresponds to clustering). 

In regard to claim 6, Chen provides for the image analysis comprises 
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categorization (para. 137 see DWT levels corresponds to different resolution). 

In regard to claim 8, see the rejection of claim 1 . It recites similar 
limitations as claim. Hence it is similarly analyzed and rejected. 

In regard to claims 9 and 26 Chen provides for the one or more retrieval 
attributes comprise one or more resolution-sensitive features (para. 137 lines 18- 
20, note precincts present in each resolution level). 

In regard to claims 10 and 22 see the rejection of claim 1 . They recite 
similar limitations as claim 1 . Hence they are similarly analyzed and rejected. 

In regard to claims 1 1 and 23 Chen provides for the first image comprises 
a scanned compound document. (Para.74 see scan order). 

In regard to claims 12 and 24 Chen provides for deriving the one or more 
retrieval attributes comprises computing the one or more retrieval attributes 
(para. 137 lines 24-29, note selected resolution). 

In regard to claims 13-14 and 25 Chen does not provides for the code 
stream includes a plurality of layers (luminescence layer, a chrominance layer, 
and a layer for the remaining bits) of coded data and where accessing the header 
data comprises accessing header data connected with one of the layers. 
Sekiguchi provides for above limitations( Para.95 lines 1-5). it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at time the invention was made to 
incorporate the teaching of Sekiguchi with the system and method of Chen to 
retrieve images based on characteristic values and/or pieces of attributed 
information are extracted from image. See field of invention. 
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In regard to claims 20-21 and 27, see the rejection of claim 1 . They recite 
similar limitations as claim 1. Hence it is similarly analyzed and rejected. 

In regard to claim 15, see the rejection of claim 1 . It recites similar 
limitations as claim 15. Except for computer readable (para. 137 see software 
application). Hence it is similarly analyzed and rejected. 

Claims 7 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chen et al. (Pub. No: US 2003/01 1 3027) in view of Sekiguchi 
et al . (Pub. No: US 2001 /0004739 A1 ) further in view of Amirghodsi (Pub. No: US 
2006/0077408). 

In regard to claims 7 and 19 Chen as modified by Sekiguchi 
provides for deriving one or more, retrieval attributes comprises creating a first 
vector of the one or more retrieval attributes (para. 101, Fig.6 step 13, see motion 
vector extracted in video segment, which produces characteristic descriptor set, 
which corresponds to element 3 of Fig. 2 in Sekiguchi) . Chen as modified by 
Sekiguchi does not provide for performing image analysis comprises comparing 
the first vector with a second vector of one or more retrieval attributes associated 
with a second image. Amirghodsi provides for performing image analysis 
comprises comparing the first vector with a second vector (para. 56). It would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at time the invention 
was made to incorporate the teaching of Amirghodsi with the system and method 
of Chen as modified by Sekiguchi to retrieve image by incorporating the color 
feature vectors. See Background of invention. Para. 0002. 
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Contact Information 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to AN Bayat whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7444. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/AN Bayat/ 
Patent Examiner 
Division 2624 
7/24/08 
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